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is claimed is: 

A method of operating an electronic blasting system 
including a blasting machine, a bus, and at least one 
electronic detonator, comprising the following steps: 

a) connecting a blasting machine to at least one electronic 
detonator with a bus; 

b) providing said detonator with one or more status flags; 

c) initiating a firing sequence; and, 

d) during said firing sequence, setting one or more of said 
status flags high. 

The method of claim 1, wherein step a) includes connecting 
a plurality of electronic detonators to said bus. 

The method of claim 2, wherein one of said one or more 
status flags is a bus detection status flag. 

The method of claim 3, wherein one of said one or more 
status flags is a charge status flag. 

The method of claim 4, wherein one of said one or more 
status flags is a calibration • status flag. 

The method of claim 5, wherein one of said one or more 
status flags is a firing command status flag. 
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The method of claim 6, wherein the setting of said flags 
high can only occur in a specified sequence. 

An electronic detonator having one or more status flags. 

The detonator of claim 8, wherein said detonator is 
configured and/or programmed to operate in response to the 
setting of at least one status flag. 

The detonator of claim 8, wherein said status flags include 
a bus detection status flag. 

The detonator of claim 8, wherein said status flags include 
a charge status flag. 

The detonator of claim 8, wherein said status flags include 
a calibration status flag. 

The detonator of claim 8, wherein said status flags include 
a firing command status flag. 

The detonator of claim 8, wherein said status flags include 
one or more status flag that cannot be set high before 
another status flag has been set high. 

An electronic blasting system comprising: 

a) a blasting machine; 

b) a bus; and, 
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c) at least one electronic detonator having one or more 
status flags. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein said status flags include a 
bus detection status flag. 

17. The system of claim 15, wherein said status flags include a 
charge status flag. 

18. The system of claim 15, wherein said status flags include a 
calibration status flag. 

19. The system of claim 15, wherein said status flags include a 
firing command status flag. 

20. The system of claim 15, wherein said status flags include 
one or more status flag that cannot be set high before 
another status flag has been set high. 
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